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The Moorhen or Waterhen.
Gallinula cMoropus.—blanford, Faun. Brit. Ind.,
Birds, Vol, IV, p. 175.
native   names :—Jalrmurgfii,   Hind.;    Dakah-
paira, Bengali; Jumbu-kodi, Boli~kodi, Telugu.
This bird is probably familiar to most of my readers, as it
is the commonest Rail, and indeed the commonest water-
fowl of any sort, in England, where it has become practi-
cally domesticated in the London parks; but in case anyone
does not know it, I may mention that it is of a dark
slate colour with olive-brown back and wings, set off
by some white streaks on the flanks, and a very con-
tinuous patch of white under the tail. The bill is yellow
at the tip, but red at the base; the shield on the forehead
continuous with it is also bright red, and rounded behind.
The legs are olive-green with a red ring above the hocks.
The toes are flat beneath, their edges being furnished
with a narrow fringe of skin. There is no sexual differ-
ence, but young birds are very much lighter and browner
than the above description, and have much white below,
while they are without any red on the bill and head,
having dull green instead ; indeed they look quite a
different species from the old ones at first sight.
The Moorhen is about a foot long, with a wing about six
and-a-half inches, and shank nearly two ; but it varies in
size, and birds in India are not so big as those at home.
The range of the Moorhen is very wide indeed, for it
is found nearly all over Europe, Asia, and Africa, and
America is inhabited by a species which can hardly, in ray
opinion, .be called distinct; it is rather larger, but this
cannot be called a specific difference, and the only other
is that the shield on the head is squared behind instead of
rounded.	»

